
Aviation Laws in India 

 

As of 2025, India's aviation regulatory framework has undergone significant transformations to 

enhance safety, accessibility, and environmental responsibility. The introduction of the Bharatiya 

Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024, has replaced the Aircraft Act of 1934, marking a pivotal shift in the nation's 

civil aviation laws. This comprehensive legislation, effective from January 1, 2025, governs all aspects 

of civil aviation, including aircraft design, manufacture, maintenance, operation, and safety standards  

 

1. Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024: A Modern Legal Framework 

The Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024, is India's primary legislation for civil aviation. It consolidates 

and modernizes the regulatory landscape, aligning with international standards set by the 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). The Act empowers the Directorate General of Civil 

Aviation (DGCA) to oversee and regulate all civil aviation activities, ensuring safety, security, and 

environmental compliance. 

 

2. Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR): Operational Guidelines 

Under the new Act, the DGCA has issued updated Civil Aviation Requirements (CARs) that provide 

detailed operational guidelines for various sectors within civil aviation: 

• CAR-145: Sets maintenance standards for aircraft used in commercial operations. 

• CAR-M: Outlines maintenance requirements for aircraft and components. 

• CAR-ML: Introduces simplified maintenance regulations for light aircraft, reducing the 

compliance burden for operators . 

• CAR-CAO: Specifies operational standards for non-scheduled operators. 

• CAR-CAMO: Addresses Continuing Airworthiness Management Organization standards. 

These regulations aim to streamline operations and enhance safety across the aviation sector. 

 

3. Flight Duty Time Limitations and Pilot Safety 

In response to concerns about pilot fatigue, the DGCA has revised flight duty time limitations. The new 

regulations, effective from June 2025, increase mandatory rest periods for pilots and introduce stricter 

duty hour limits. Airlines like IndiGo and Air India have indicated that full implementation will occur in 

phases, starting in June 2025, to ensure smooth adaptation. 

 

 



4. Environmental Regulations and Sustainability Initiatives 

India is committed to reducing the environmental impact of aviation. The DGCA has implemented the 

Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA), applicable to operators 

emitting over 10,000 tonnes of CO₂ annually from international flights. Operators are required to 

monitor, report, and offset their carbon emissions, with full compliance expected by 2027 . 

Additionally, airports like Kochi and Delhi's Indira Gandhi International Airport have adopted solar 

energy initiatives, contributing to India's green aviation goals . 

 

5. Safety Oversight and Incident Investigation 

The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB), established in 2012, is responsible for investigating 

aviation accidents and incidents in India. Operating under the Ministry of Civil Aviation, the AAIB . 

conducts thorough investigations to determine causes and recommend safety improvements  

In recent years, India has made significant strides in aviation safety. In December 2022, the country 

improved its aviation safety oversight ranking to 48th globally, up from 102nd in 2018, following an 

audit by ICAO . 

 

6. Pilot Training and Licensing Reforms 

To enhance accessibility to aviation careers, the DGCA has approved a proposal to allow students from 

arts and commerce backgrounds to pursue a Commercial Pilot License (CPL). This policy shift aims to 

diversify the pool of potential pilots and is expected to be implemented upon receiving final approval 

from the Ministry of Civil Aviation . 

 

7. No-Fly List and Passenger Conduct 

India maintains a National No-Fly List to address unruly passenger behavior. The list is compiled by the 

DGCA based on reports from airlines and prohibits individuals from boarding flights for specified 

durations. Passengers have the right to appeal their inclusion on the list, ensuring due process . 

 

8. Helicopter Operations and Safety Measures 

In response to safety concerns, particularly during the Char Dham Yatra in Uttarakhand, the DGCA has 

implemented measures to enhance helicopter safety. These include limiting the number of daily 

flights, mandating the use of twin-engine helicopters, and installing real-time weather cameras in the 

Char Dham valleys. Additionally, the state government has directed a comprehensive audit of past 

helicopter accidents and the development of a 10-year heli-service strategy . 

 

 



9. Cybersecurity and Airspace Management 

Recognizing the importance of cybersecurity, the DGCA has mandated that airlines and air traffic 

control centers implement robust cybersecurity measures. This includes regular security audits, 

vulnerability assessments, and periodic training for aviation professionals to protect against emerging 

cyber threats. 

Additionally, the transition to Performance-Based Navigation (PBN) is underway to optimize airspace 

usage and fuel efficiency, contributing to safer and more efficient flight operations. 

 

10. Regulatory Reforms for Non-Scheduled Operators 

To reduce the compliance burden on non-scheduled operators, the DGCA has introduced simplified 

regulations aligned with European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) standards. These reforms aim 

to streamline operations and enhance safety for light aircraft and private operators, effective from 

January 1, 2025 . 

 

11. Regional Connectivity and Infrastructure Development 

The National Civil Aviation Policy (NCAP) 2016 continues to guide the development of regional 

connectivity in India. The UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik) scheme, launched in 2017, aims to make 

air travel affordable and widespread, particularly in underserved regions. The Airports Authority of 

India (AAI) is responsible for developing and maintaining airport infrastructure, ensuring that the 

benefits of aviation reach all corners of the country . 

India's aviation laws in 2025 reflect a commitment to modernization, safety, and sustainability. The 

implementation of the Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024, alongside updated CARs and safety 

measures, positions India as a progressive player in the global aviation landscape. Ongoing reforms in 

pilot training, environmental regulations, and infrastructure development further underscore the 

nation's dedication to fostering a robust and inclusive aviation sector. 

 

 

Evolution of Indian Aviation Laws Since Independence 

India's aviation sector has undergone significant transformations since independence in 1947, evolving 

from a nascent industry into a global aviation powerhouse. This evolution is marked by the 

establishment of regulatory frameworks, the liberalization of policies, and the modernization of 

infrastructure and safety standards. The journey reflects India's broader economic and technological 

advancements, as well as its commitment to international norms and standards. 

 

 

 



1. Post-Independence Era (1947–1953): Establishment of National Carriers 

Upon gaining independence, India recognized the strategic importance of aviation for national 

integration and economic development. In 1953, the government nationalized the aviation sector 

through the Air Corporations Act, leading to the formation of state-owned carriers: Indian Airlines for 

domestic services and Air India for international routes. This move aimed to ensure uniform 

development and prevent fragmentation of the industry. 

 

2. Regulatory Foundations (1934–1980): The Aircraft Act and Civil Aviation Authority 

The Aircraft Act of 1934 laid the groundwork for civil aviation regulation in India, focusing on the safety 

and operation of aircraft. This Act empowered the government to regulate the design, manufacture, 

and operation of aircraft. In 1982, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) was established as 

the regulatory body overseeing civil aviation safety, airworthiness, and personnel licensing. 

 

3. Liberalization and Growth (1990s–2000s): Deregulation and Private Sector Entry 

The 1990s marked a pivotal shift towards liberalization. In 1991, India opened its skies to private 

carriers, leading to the entry of airlines like Jet Airways, which became the first private airline to 

operate scheduled services. This era saw the dismantling of the Air Corporations Act, fostering 

competition and leading to a boom in air travel. 

The National Civil Aviation Policy (NCAP) 2016 further liberalized the sector, introducing the UDAN 

(Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik) scheme to enhance regional connectivity. The policy also relaxed the 5/20 

rule, allowing airlines to commence international operations with a fleet of 20 aircraft or 20% of total 

capacity, whichever was higher . 

 

4. Modernization and Safety Reforms (2010s–2020s): Strengthening Regulatory Frameworks 

In response to growing concerns over safety and efficiency, India undertook significant reforms in the 

2010s. The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) was established in 2012 to independently 

investigate aviation accidents and incidents . The Anti-Hijacking Act of 2016 replaced the 1982 Act, 

broadening the definition of hijacking to include technological means and introducing stricter 

penalties. 

The Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024, enacted in December 2024 and effective from January 2025, 

replaced the Aircraft Act of 1934. This comprehensive legislation modernized the regulatory 

framework, encompassing aircraft design, manufacture, maintenance, operation, and safety 

standards.  

5. International Integration and Open Skies Policy 

India's aviation laws have also evolved to align with international standards. The country is a signatory 

to various international conventions, including the Chicago Convention and the Montreal Convention, 

which govern civil aviation safety and liability . 



In 2005, India signed an open skies agreement with the United States, liberalizing air services between 

the two countries. This agreement removed restrictions on the number of airlines, frequencies, and 

points of call, fostering greater connectivity and competition . 

 

6. Recent Developments and Future Directions 

The Indian aviation sector continues to evolve with a focus on sustainability, safety, and infrastructure 

development. The Airports Authority of India (AAI), established in 1995, plays a crucial role in 

developing and managing airport infrastructure across the country . 

Recent initiatives include the implementation of Performance-Based Navigation (PBN) procedures and 

the GAGAN satellite-based navigation system, enhancing air traffic management and safety. The 

government has also introduced measures to promote the Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO) 

sector, aiming to reduce dependency on foreign facilities and boost domestic capabilities. 

The evolution of aviation laws in India reflects the country's dynamic approach to balancing regulation 

with growth. From the establishment of national carriers to the liberalization of the sector and 

modernization of regulatory frameworks, India has made significant strides in developing a robust 

aviation industry. As the sector continues to grow, ongoing reforms and investments in infrastructure 

and safety will be essential to sustain its trajectory and meet the challenges of the future. 

 

Advantages and Disadvantages of Indian Aviation Laws 

India's aviation legal framework has evolved significantly over the decades—from the nationalization 

era to liberalization, and most recently, to modernization with the Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024. 

These laws have shaped the way airlines operate, how airports are developed, how passengers are 

treated, and how safety is maintained. However, as with any legal framework, they come with both 

strengths and weaknesses. 

 

Advantages of Indian Aviation Laws 

1. Strong Safety Oversight 

Advantage: 

One of the most commendable aspects of Indian aviation law is its focus on safety. The DGCA 

(Directorate General of Civil Aviation) and the AAIB (Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau) have set 

high standards for safety. The establishment of specific regulations like CAR (Civil Aviation 

Requirements) and aircraft accident investigation procedures has improved India's global aviation 

safety ranking. 

• India's ICAO safety audit score improved significantly from 57.44% in 2017 to over 85% in 2022. 

• Mandatory safety audits, pilot training standards, and strict aircraft maintenance protocols 

have minimized incidents and accidents. 

 



2. Liberalization Encouraging Private Participation 

Advantage: 

The liberalization of the aviation sector in the 1990s and 2000s allowed private airlines to enter the 

market, breaking the monopoly of Indian Airlines and Air India. This created healthy competition, 

improved service standards, and made air travel more accessible. 

• The repeal of the Air Corporations Act, 1953, was a key enabler of this transition. 

• Today, private carriers such as IndiGo, SpiceJet, and Vistara dominate the domestic skies, 

offering a range of price points and service quality. 

3. Promotion of Regional Connectivity 

Advantage: 

The UDAN scheme under the National Civil Aviation Policy 2016 is a remarkable step towards 

inclusivity in air travel. It provides incentives to airlines to connect underserved and unserved airports, 

making air travel available to the middle and lower-middle classes. 

• More than 400 air routes have been awarded under UDAN. 

• Smaller towns like Darbhanga, Jharsuguda, and Jamshedpur now have commercial air 

connectivity. 

4. Modernization and Alignment with Global Standards 

Advantage: 

With the implementation of the Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024, India has modernized its 

regulatory approach. This law replaces the pre-independence Aircraft Act, 1934, and aligns Indian 

aviation with ICAO and EASA (European Union Aviation Safety Agency) norms. 

• It includes up-to-date standards for airworthiness, flight crew licensing, and aircraft 

operations. 

• The law facilitates faster decision-making and adaptation to new technology like drones and 

electric aircraft. 

5. Consumer Protection and No-Fly List 

Advantage: 

The DGCA has introduced passenger-centric regulations, such as mandatory compensation for flight 

delays and cancellations, refunds for lost baggage, and the establishment of a no-fly list for unruly 

passengers. 

• These steps have strengthened passengers' rights and increased accountability of airlines. 

6. Encouragement of Green Aviation 

Advantage: 

India has embraced sustainability through policies encouraging biofuels, electric aircraft testing, and 

carbon offsetting via CORSIA (Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation). 

• Airports like Delhi and Kochi have become pioneers in green energy adoption. 



• These efforts contribute to reducing the aviation sector’s carbon footprint. 

 

Disadvantages of Indian Aviation Laws 

1. Bureaucratic Delays and Regulatory Bottlenecks 

Disadvantage: 

Despite modernization, Indian aviation laws still suffer from bureaucratic red tape. Licensing, approvals 

for new routes, airport clearances, and air traffic rights are often delayed due to overlapping 

jurisdictions and procedural rigidity. 

• Airlines often report delays in fleet approvals and crew certifications. 

• MRO (Maintenance, Repair, Overhaul) providers face cumbersome import duties and tax 

structures, discouraging domestic maintenance activity. 

2. Regulatory Overreach and Inconsistencies 

Disadvantage: 

Some aviation regulations are viewed as overly prescriptive. The DGCA’s tendency to micro-manage 

operations (such as pilot scheduling and crew duty hours) has been criticized for not always being 

based on operational realities. 

• Recent changes to flight duty time limitations, while necessary for safety, were introduced 

without thorough stakeholder consensus, resulting in pushback from airlines. 

• The CAR norms are extensive and sometimes contradictory, making compliance challenging 

for small operators. 

3. Infrastructure Limitations vs. Policy Ambition 

Disadvantage: 

While the laws support increased connectivity, the physical infrastructure at many regional airports is 

inadequate to support increased flight frequency or passenger volumes. 

• Many UDAN airports lack night-landing facilities, proper terminals, or firefighting capabilities. 

• The mismatch between legal vision and infrastructure readiness leads to underutilized routes. 

4. High Operating Costs Due to Taxation 

Disadvantage: 

Indian aviation law does not adequately address the financial burden on airlines due to heavy taxes on 

Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF), which is not under GST. 

• ATF accounts for over 40% of operational costs in India (compared to a global average of 25-

30%). 

• Despite regulatory support, airlines face thin profit margins, leading to frequent bankruptcies 

(e.g., Jet Airways, GoFirst). 

 



5. Limited Focus on General Aviation 

Disadvantage: 

While civil and commercial aviation are heavily regulated, general aviation (private jets, charter 

aircraft, helicopters) lacks a supportive legal and policy framework. Operators face the same 

compliance burden as scheduled airlines without the corresponding scale or infrastructure. 

• India’s helicopter policy is still evolving, and operators have faced recent restrictions due to 

safety concerns during events like Char Dham Yatra. 

• The absence of dedicated heliports and fixed base operations (FBOs) stalls growth in private 

aviation. 

6. Legal Lags on Emerging Technologies 

Disadvantage: 

Though recent laws recognize new technologies like drones and air taxis, the regulatory framework is 

still catching up with global trends. 

• India’s drone policy has improved, but high compliance requirements for BVLOS (Beyond 

Visual Line of Sight) operations are slowing down innovation. 

• Electric aircraft and UAV traffic management systems are still in pilot stages without legal 

readiness for full-scale implementation. 

 

Balanced Assessment 

While India’s aviation legal system has undoubtedly matured and become more aligned with 

international best practices, it still grapples with legacy challenges. The transition from government-

heavy oversight to market-led liberalization has improved efficiency, safety, and connectivity. Yet, 

regulatory overreach, infrastructural delays, and slow adaptation to technology remain persistent 

bottlenecks. 

 

Recommendations for Improvement 

1. Simplify and Digitize Compliance: Reduce manual paperwork through digital systems to speed 

up licensing and permits. 

2. Introduce Tax Reforms: Bring ATF under GST and lower taxation on MRO and ground handling 

services. 

3. Encourage Infrastructure Growth: Match regional aviation ambitions with investments in 

airport readiness. 

4. Promote General Aviation: Develop specific laws and incentives for private and business 

aviation. 

5. Establish Tech-Friendly Legal Zones: Accelerate testing and legal sandboxing for drones, 

eVTOLs, and green technologies. 



India's aviation laws have come a long way—from colonial relics to a modern, ambitious legal 

framework. The sector has benefitted from liberalization, safety reforms, and efforts to ensure 

sustainable growth. However, to fully realize its potential as one of the world’s largest aviation markets, 

India must address the current legal and structural challenges with proactive reforms that balance 

safety, innovation, and commercial viability. 

The Supreme Court of India has played a pivotal role in shaping the country's aviation laws through 

landmark judgments that address various aspects of civil aviation, including safety, passenger rights, 

employment standards, and regulatory authority. Below is an overview of some significant Supreme 

Court cases that have influenced Indian aviation law: 

 

1. Air India v. Nargesh Meerza (1981) 

Issue: Discriminatory service conditions for female air hostesses. 

Summary: The Supreme Court ruled that Air India's policy of terminating female air hostesses upon 

marriage, first pregnancy, or at the age of 35 was discriminatory. The Court held that such policies 

violated the principles of equality enshrined in the Indian Constitution. 

Impact: This judgment led to the revision of employment policies in the aviation sector, promoting 

gender equality and fair treatment of employees. 

 

2. Ajay Hasia v. Khalid Mujib Sehravardi (1981) 

Issue: Determining whether a body is an instrumentality of the State under Article 12 of the 

Constitution. 

Summary: The Court established a six-factor test to determine if a body is an instrumentality of the 

State, thereby making it amenable to writ jurisdiction. 

Impact: This test has been applied to various entities, including those in the aviation sector, to 

ascertain their status and the applicability of constitutional remedies. 

 

3. Pilots' Association of India v. DG of Civil Aviation (2011) 

Issue: Applicability of the Doctrine of Election in administrative decisions. 

Summary: The Supreme Court held that individuals or associations cannot approbate and reprobate; 

they cannot accept and reject the same instrument. This principle was applied to the aviation sector 

concerning pilots' rights and administrative decisions. 

Impact: The judgment reinforced the need for consistency and fairness in administrative actions 

affecting aviation personnel. 

 

 



4. Interglobe Aviation Ltd. v. N. Satchidanand (2007) 

Issue: Liability of airlines for delays and cancellations. 

Summary: The Court examined the applicability of the Carriage by Air Act, 1972, and the rights of 

passengers in cases of delays and cancellations. It emphasized the need for airlines to adhere to 

statutory obligations and passenger rights. 

Impact: This decision highlighted the importance of consumer protection laws in the aviation sector, 

ensuring that airlines are held accountable for service disruptions. 

 

5. M.C. Mehta v. Kamal Nath (1997) 

Issue: Environmental concerns related to the construction of a hotel in the Beas River. 

Summary: The Supreme Court invoked the Public Trust Doctrine, holding that certain resources like 

air, water, and forests are held in trust by the government for the public and cannot be alienated. 

Impact: Although not directly related to aviation, this case has implications for environmental 

regulations affecting airports and aviation operations, emphasizing the need for sustainable practices. 

 

6. Airport Authority of India v. Centre for Aviation Policy, Safety and Research (2022) 

Issue: Discriminatory eligibility criteria in ground handling service tenders. 

Summary: The Supreme Court struck down certain eligibility criteria in tenders issued by the Airport 

Authority of India, deeming them discriminatory and arbitrary. 

Impact: This judgment reinforced the principles of fairness and non-discrimination in public 

procurement processes within the aviation sector. 

 

7. Smbc Aviation Capital Ltd. v. Union of India (2024) 

Issue: Deregistration of aircraft under the Aircraft Rules. 

Summary: The Court emphasized the mandatory nature of Rule 30(7) of the Aircraft Rules, which 

requires the Director General of Civil Aviation to deregister an aircraft within five working days upon 

fulfillment of certain conditions. 

Impact: This decision underscored the importance of adhering to statutory timelines and procedures 

in the aviation regulatory framework. 

 

8. Supreme Court Verdict Upholds Aircraft Act's Authority on Aviation Safety (2025) 

Issue: Jurisdiction of state police in aviation safety matters. 



Summary: The Supreme Court ruled that the Aircraft Act is the comprehensive authority governing 

civil aviation safety, limiting the role of state police to forwarding investigative materials to aviation 

authorities. 

Impact: This judgment clarified the jurisdictional boundaries in aviation safety matters, reinforcing the 

primacy of federal aviation laws. 

 

These landmark judgments have collectively contributed to the evolution of aviation laws in India, 

ensuring a balance between regulatory authority, consumer protection, employee rights, and 

environmental considerations. 

 

The Way Forward for Aviation Laws in India  

India’s aviation sector is poised for transformative growth, demanding a proactive legal and regulatory 

framework. The future of aviation law must focus on simplifying compliance, ensuring faster approvals, 

and embracing digital governance through single-window clearances. Bringing Aviation Turbine Fuel 

(ATF) under GST and incentivizing domestic Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) facilities can 

reduce operational costs. Legal provisions must also evolve to support emerging technologies like 

drones, electric aircraft, and urban air mobility. Strengthening consumer protection, pilot welfare, and 

environmental regulations is critical for sustainable expansion. A forward-looking legal structure 

should enhance global alignment by adopting ICAO and IATA best practices, while empowering 

regulators like the DGCA with greater autonomy and resources. Finally, a robust dispute resolution 

mechanism and better enforcement of safety norms will ensure passenger confidence and investor 

trust. A balanced, tech-driven, and equitable legal regime will be key to India becoming a global 

aviation hub. 

 


