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A Brief Overview of the Articles of the Indian Constitution 

The Constitution of India, adopted on 26 January 1950, is the supreme law of the land and provides 

the fundamental political code, structure, powers, and duties of government institutions. It also sets 

out fundamental rights, directive principles, and the duties of citizens. Comprising 448 Articles in 25 

Parts and 12 Schedules, the Constitution is one of the most elaborate and detailed documents of its 

kind globally. This overview highlights key Articles of the Constitution, organized thematically. 

 

Part I – The Union and Its Territory (Articles 1–4) 

• Article 1 declares India as a "Union of States," underscoring the country's indivisibility. 

• Articles 2 and 3 empower Parliament to admit, establish, or alter the boundaries of states and 

union territories. 

• Article 4 states that any law made under Articles 2 or 3 shall not be deemed an amendment 

under Article 368. 

An example of the application of Article 3 is the formation of the state of Telangana in 2014. 

 

Part II – Citizenship (Articles 5–11) 

• Articles 5 to 8 deal with citizenship at the commencement of the Constitution, particularly 

addressing persons of Indian origin residing in Pakistan or abroad. 

• Article 11 confers on Parliament the authority to regulate the right of citizenship by law. 

The Citizenship Act, 1955 was enacted under the power granted by Article 11. 

 

Part III – Fundamental Rights (Articles 12–35) 

This part guarantees certain civil liberties to all citizens and some to non-citizens as well. These rights 

are enforceable by the courts and are essential for the development of the individual and maintenance 

of dignity and liberty. 

Right to Equality (Articles 14–18): 

• Article 14 provides for equality before the law and equal protection of laws. 

• Article 15 prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth. 

• Article 16 guarantees equality of opportunity in matters of public employment. 

• Article 17 abolishes untouchability and forbids its practice. 



• Article 18 abolishes titles except for military and academic distinctions. 

Right to Freedom (Articles 19–22): 

• Article 19 guarantees six fundamental freedoms including freedom of speech and expression, 

assembly, association, movement, residence, and profession. 

• Article 20 provides protection against arbitrary and retrospective penal legislation. 

• Article 21 ensures the right to life and personal liberty and has been interpreted expansively 

to include the right to privacy, health, and education. 

• Article 22 affords protection against arbitrary arrest and detention, particularly under 

preventive detention laws. 

Right Against Exploitation (Articles 23–24): 

• Article 23 prohibits human trafficking and forced labour. 

• Article 24 prohibits employment of children below the age of 14 in hazardous industries. 

Right to Freedom of Religion (Articles 25–28): 

These Articles grant freedom of conscience and the right to profess, practice, and propagate religion. 

Cultural and Educational Rights (Articles 29–30): 

These ensure the rights of minorities to conserve their language, script, and culture and to establish 

and administer educational institutions. 

Right to Constitutional Remedies (Article 32): 

Described by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar as the “heart and soul” of the Constitution, Article 32 allows 

individuals to approach the Supreme Court directly for the enforcement of fundamental rights through 

writs. 

 

Part IV – Directive Principles of State Policy (Articles 36–51) 

These are guidelines to the central and state governments of India, intended to ensure social and 

economic democracy. Though not enforceable in courts, they are fundamental in governance. 

Significant provisions include: 

• Article 39: Principles of policy such as equal pay for equal work, adequate means of livelihood, 

etc. 

• Article 40: Organisation of village panchayats. 

• Article 44: Aspiration for a Uniform Civil Code. 

• Article 48A: Directive to protect and improve the environment. 

 



Part IVA – Fundamental Duties (Article 51A) 

Inserted by the 42nd Amendment (1976), Article 51A lists eleven duties of every citizen, including 

respecting the Constitution, cherishing noble ideals, preserving the natural environment, and 

developing scientific temper. 

 

Part V – The Union Government 

The President of India (Articles 52–78): 

• Article 52 establishes the office of the President. 

• Article 53 vests the executive power of the Union in the President. 

• Article 61 outlines the procedure for the impeachment of the President. 

Council of Ministers and Prime Minister: 

• Article 74 mandates a Council of Ministers to aid and advise the President. 

• Article 75 states that the Prime Minister shall be appointed by the President and the Council 

shall be collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha. 

The Parliament (Articles 79–122): 

• Bicameral legislature: Rajya Sabha (Upper House) and Lok Sabha (Lower House). 

• Article 110 defines a Money Bill. 

• Article 112 deals with the Annual Financial Statement or the Union Budget. 

 

Part VI – The States (Articles 152–237) 

Mirroring the Union structure, this part deals with state-level governance. 

• Article 153: Each state shall have a Governor. 

• Articles 163–164: Establish the Council of Ministers and Chief Minister. 

• Article 200: Governor’s power to assent or withhold assent to bills. 

• Article 226: High Courts can issue writs for enforcement of fundamental and legal rights. 

 

Part IX – Panchayats (Articles 243–243O) 

Added by the 73rd Constitutional Amendment, this part provides constitutional status to Panchayati 

Raj Institutions for decentralized governance in rural areas. 

• Article 243G: Powers, authority, and responsibilities of Panchayats. 

• Article 243H: Grants the power to levy and collect taxes. 



 

Part IXA – Municipalities (Articles 243P–243ZG) 

Introduced by the 74th Amendment, this part covers urban local governance through municipalities, 

municipal corporations, and other bodies. 

 

Part X – Scheduled and Tribal Areas (Articles 244–244A) 

Special provisions for administration and governance in Scheduled Areas and for Scheduled Tribes, 

including the creation of autonomous states under certain conditions. 

 

Part XI – Relations Between the Union and the States (Articles 245–263) 

• Article 246: Demarcates legislative powers between Union and States through the Union, 

State, and Concurrent Lists. 

• Article 249: Empowers Parliament to legislate on State List matters in national interest. 

• Article 256: Obligates states to comply with laws made by Parliament. 

 

Part XII – Finance, Property, Contracts (Articles 264–300A) 

• Article 265: Prohibits taxation without the authority of law. 

• Article 280: Provides for the establishment of the Finance Commission. 

• Article 300A: Right to property as a legal right (it was a fundamental right before 1978). 

 

Part XIII – Trade and Commerce (Articles 301–307) 

• Article 301 guarantees freedom of trade, commerce, and intercourse throughout the territory 

of India. 

 

Part XIV – Services Under the Union and the States (Articles 308–323) 

• Article 312: Provision for the creation of All India Services. 

• Article 315: Establishes the Union and State Public Service Commissions. 

 

Part XV – Elections (Articles 324–329) 

• Article 324: Provides for the Election Commission of India. 

• Article 326: Grants universal adult suffrage for parliamentary and state assembly elections. 



 

Part XVI – Special Provisions Relating to Certain Classes (Articles 330–342) 

Provides for the representation of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Anglo-Indians in 

legislatures, and the appointment of commissions for backward classes under Article 340. 

 

Part XVII – Official Language (Articles 343–351) 

• Article 343: Declares Hindi in Devanagari script as the official language of the Union. 

• Article 350A: Provides for facilities for instruction in the mother tongue. 

• Article 351: Directive for the development and promotion of Hindi. 

 

Part XVIII – Emergency Provisions (Articles 352–360) 

These Articles empower the President to take special measures in extraordinary situations: 

• Article 352: National Emergency (war, external aggression, armed rebellion). 

• Article 356: President’s Rule in case of failure of constitutional machinery in states. 

• Article 360: Financial Emergency. 

 

Part XIX – Miscellaneous Provisions (Articles 361–367) 

Includes immunities for the President and Governors and provisions for interpretation. 

 

Part XX – Amendment of the Constitution (Article 368) 

• Article 368 outlines the procedure for constitutional amendments, some of which require 

ratification by at least half of the state legislatures. 

Notable amendments include the 42nd Amendment (1976), 44th Amendment (1978), and the 73rd 

and 74th Amendments (1992). 

 

Part XXI – Temporary, Transitional and Special Provisions (Articles 369–392) 

• Article 370 provided special status to Jammu and Kashmir (abrogated in 2019). 

• Article 371 contains special provisions for certain states like Maharashtra, Gujarat, Nagaland, 

etc. 

 

 



Part XXII – Short Title, Commencement, and Repeals (Articles 393–395) 

• Article 393: Names the document as the "Constitution of India". 

• Article 394: States the date of commencement. 

• Article 395: Repeals the Government of India Act, 1935 and Indian Independence Act, 1947. 

 

The Articles of the Indian Constitution provide a detailed and comprehensive legal and administrative 

framework for governance. They establish a balance between the rights of individuals and the 

authority of the State, the autonomy of states and the unity of the Union, and the ideals of justice, 

liberty, and equality. Their structured yet flexible nature has allowed the Constitution to evolve with 

time while maintaining its foundational values. 

The Significance of Organizing the Constitution into Articles and Its Role in Classification 

The Constitution of India is a meticulously crafted document, unique not only in its content but also in 

its structure. One of its most striking features is its organization into Articles, which are further grouped 

into Parts and Schedules. This methodical division plays a crucial role in ensuring the clarity, 

accessibility, and systematic interpretation of the law. 

Clarity and Precision in Legal Drafting 

The use of Articles enables clear and precise drafting of the Constitution. Each Article addresses a 

specific subject or principle, such as citizenship (Articles 5–11), fundamental rights (Articles 12–35), or 

emergency provisions (Articles 352–360). This segmentation avoids ambiguity and ensures that each 

legal provision is independently identifiable. It also makes cross-referencing efficient, both within the 

Constitution and in subordinate legislation, judicial interpretation, and constitutional amendments. 

Facilitates Easy Classification 

The classification of Articles into Parts (e.g., Part III – Fundamental Rights, Part IV – Directive Principles 

of State Policy) helps in organizing the Constitution thematically. This makes the Constitution more 

navigable and user-friendly for lawmakers, legal practitioners, scholars, and citizens. For instance, if 

one seeks to understand the framework governing the Union Parliament, they can directly refer to Part 

V, Articles 79 to 122, without having to sift through unrelated provisions. 

This thematic classification also enhances comparative constitutional study, as it allows parallels to 

be drawn between various sections of the Indian Constitution and those of other democratic 

constitutions. 

Enables Progressive Expansion and Amendment 

Another significant advantage of organizing the Constitution into Articles is its flexibility for 

amendment and expansion. New provisions can be inserted without disrupting the existing structure. 

For example, the addition of Article 21A (Right to Education) did not require restructuring the entire 

Part III on Fundamental Rights. Similarly, Part IXA (Municipalities) and Part IXB (Cooperative Societies) 

were inserted to address emerging needs in governance without disturbing the continuity of earlier 

Parts. 



Judicial Interpretation and Legal Research 

The Article-based arrangement greatly aids in judicial interpretation. Courts can focus on interpreting 

individual Articles, often in relation to others, thereby maintaining doctrinal consistency. It also assists 

in legal research, making case law referencing easier. Lawyers and judges routinely cite Articles directly 

in pleadings, arguments, and judgments, demonstrating their utility as concise units of constitutional 

law. 

Public Awareness and Constitutional Literacy 

For the general public and civil society, this structure improves constitutional literacy. People can 

easily become aware of their rights and duties by referring to specific Articles. For example, a citizen 

can learn about the Right to Equality by reading Articles 14 to 18, or the duties of citizens under Article 

51A. 

In summary, the organization of the Indian Constitution into Articles is not a mere formatting choice 

but a deliberate and foundational design element. It enhances readability, ensures thematic 

coherence, facilitates legal processes, and enables adaptive governance. Most importantly, it allows 

the Constitution to remain a living document, responsive to the needs of a dynamic and diverse 

society. 

Here are the most recent notable updates to the Articles of the Indian Constitution as of mid-2025: 

 

1. 106th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2023 (Women’s Reservation) 

• Inserted new Articles: 239AA(2)(b), 330A, 332A, and 334A in order to reserve one-third of 

seats for women in the Lok Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies, and Delhi Assembly, inclusive 

of SC/ST quotas. 

• Commencement depends on the first delimitation exercise after the next census. 

• The reservation is limited to 15 years, though Parliament may extend it’ 

 

2. Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025 

• Although not a direct amendment to the Constitution, this Act affects administrative rules for 

waqf properties and intersects with Constitutional safeguards. 

• Significant changes include: 

o Mandating gender equality by requiring at least two Muslim women on the Central 

Waqf Council and State Waqf Boards. 

o Strengthening inheritance rights and ensuring sectarian representation in state 

boards. 

o Introducing transparency, including provisions for auditing, appeals, and registration, 

enforceable through High Courts. 



 

3. Landmark Judicial Interpretation – State of Tamil Nadu v. Governor (April 2025) 

• The Supreme Court clarified that a Governor cannot exercise absolute or pocket veto, or 

reserve re-passed bills indefinitely under Articles 200 and 201. 

• Established judicially reviewable time-limits for the Governor’s assent or reservation, 

reinforcing state legislative autonomy. 

 

4. One Nation, One Election Proposal 

• Though still pending, the Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill, 2024 is under parliamentary 

review. 

• Seeks to amend Articles 83, 172, 327, and related provisions to allow for synchronised 

elections and adjust terms accordingly (e.g., mid-term polls filling only the unexpired term). 

• This proposal has triggered debate over potential encroachments on federal and democratic 

structures. 

 

 Implications 

• The women’s reservation aims to boost gender representation but hinges on future census 

and delimitation processes. 

• The Waqf reforms advance transparency and inclusion within waqf governance frameworks. 

• The Tamil Nadu judgement strengthens constitutional checks on executive discretion at the 

state level. 

• The One Nation, One Election framework could profoundly alter electoral cycles and centre-

state balance—but remains under consultation. 

 

Update Focus Key Outcome 

106th Amendment (2023) 
Women’s political 

reservation 
One-third reserved seats, 15-year term 

Waqf (Amendment) Act 

(2025) 

Gender & sect 

representation 
Board reforms, auditing, appeals 

Tamil Nadu v. Governor 

(2025) 
Governor's veto power 

Restricts pocket/absolute veto, adds 

deadlines 

ONOE Bill (pending) Electoral synchronization Alters Articles 83, 172, 327; heated debate 



 

These updates reflect ongoing efforts to modernize electoral representation, enhance institutional 

accountability, and reinforce federal principles. If you would like a detailed analysis of any specific 

amendment, plan of action, or legislative text, feel free to ask! 

 


